
Two girls entered the world at the be-

ginning of the 20th Century. At that time,

horsepower meant their dads were hitch-

ing up their horses to take the buggy to

church. A full moon helped bolster the

light of a kerosene lantern while they

helped their mothers clean up the supper

dishes.  A teddy bear was a newfangled

toy named in honor of their President

Theodore Roosevelt. 

At the beginning of the 1900s, they

couldn’t have dreamed that horsepower

would someday boost a space shuttle

into outer space. They couldn’t know that

the Man in the Moon of nursery rhymes

would become a Man on the moon in

the 1960s. During their lifetimes, the U.S.

would be governed by 19 different presi-

dents..

The late 106-year-old Flo-
rence Fink Taggart and 105-
year-old Estella Schrock Lewis
are Wesley Towers’ two oldest
residents. Neither believes she
has a special story to share. But
their story is the story of the
U.S. through the 20th Century,
through the eyes of two who
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from left in the
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They experienced World Wars, the Depression and dusted the 
furniture during the Dust Bowl years. They experienced the 
widespread electrification of homes and businesses.

lived through the landmarks
of more than 100 years.
While many of the events
they experienced are the stuff
of history books, it is how
those changes directly im-
pacted their own lives and
families that made the
biggest impression.

They experienced World
Wars, the Depression and
dusted the furniture during
the Dust Bowl years. They ex-
perienced the widespread
electrification of homes and
businesses. They answered
everything from telephone
party lines to princess phones
to cell phones. They went
from roads fit for a buggy to
the superhighway called the
Internet. Both agree it was an
amazing time to be alive. So,
come along for the journey,
looking at some of the land-
marks of history and how it
impacted two women (At the
beginning of each section,
we’ll set the stage by summa-
rizing just a few of the ad-
vances during the decade.)
Much of the information for
Florence was handwritten in
her life story, a project she
completed with other Wesley
Towers residents in a series of
classes led by activity direc-
tor, Nevada Dauber, prior to
Florence’s death on Feb. 7,
2010. Estella shared her re-
membrances from her 4th
floor Wesley Towers apart-
ment, where she still lives in-
dependently at age 105.

1900-1909
1903: Ford Motor Company
produces its first car - the
Ford Model A. 
1903: The Wright brothers fly

at Kitty Hawk, North Car-
olina. 
1904: The U.S. began con-
struction on the Panama
Canal (completed in 1914)
1906: The Victor Talking Ma-
chine Company releases the
Victrola, the most popular
gramophone model until the
late 1920s.
1908: The Model T Ford is in-
troduced, the first “afford-
able” automobile.

Florence
It was a dark and stormy

Friday night when Florence
King Fink came into the
world on April 17, 1903, just
a few months before the
Wright brothers’ famous
flight. The first child of par-
ents Elwood and Gertrude
Fink, Florence was delivered
at the family home in
Philadelphia, Pa. The doctor
and nurse who attended the
birth left the horse and
buggy parked in the street in

the snow, causing raised eye-
brows among neighbors who
were concerned about the
horse’s welfare. 

“I weighed a hefty 8
pounds, with blue eyes and
no hair,” Florence wrote in
her autobiography. At age 3,
the family (which then in-
cluded a younger brother)
moved to Denver, Colo., in
hopes that the climate would
help her father, who had tu-
berculosis. 

At that time, Denver was
about the size of Hutchinson,
Florence wrote. Her family
had a car, but they also rode
a streetcar, since there was a
stop at the end of their block.

“My father loved good
music,” she wrote. “We had a
gramophone with lots of
records to play. This instru-
ment was the same as a Vic-
trola, a fine musical box (see
timeline above). I can still re-
member hearing some fa-
mous singers and operas.”

As a young girl, she played
with dolls and blocks. Out-
side, she jumped rope with
friends and played hop-
scotch, making squares on
the sidewalk with chalk. 

Estella
While firstborn daughter

Florence was born in the big
city, Estella Schrock was the
last child born to farmers
Joseph and Fannie Schrock at
their rural Sterling home on
October 21, 1904. Estella was
the fifth of their children,
which included two other
girls and two boys. 

“I played outdoors a lot
with my sister,” Estella re-
membered. “We made lots of



In 1912, the “unsinkable” ocean liner RMS Titanic struck an 
iceberg and sank on its maiden voyage.

mud pies. We also liked to
play school.” Even though
Estella was the younger by a
year and a half, the two took
turns playing pupil and
teacher. 

Most of their time was
spent on the farm, producing
primarily wheat and alfalfa.
As with most farm families of
the time, the majority of
their food came from their
large garden and the live-
stock they raised.

“I remember having to get
up at 5 o’clock in the morn-
ing to milk the cows,” Estella
said. “I did the normal chores
that a child had to do – car-
rying wood in for the stove,
pulled weeds in the garden,
set and cleared the table,
helped my mother in the
kitchen and learned to cook.
I had older sisters, so I didn’t
really learn to sew as much.”

On occasion, they hitched
up the carriage to the two
horses and headed the 7
miles to Sterling on a Satur-
day night. On Sundays, the
family was gathered in the

pews of the Missionary Bible
Church or the Mennonite
Church, both about 3 miles
from the farmstead. 

“After church, we would
usually have company over
for dinner or we would go to
someone’s house,” Estella re-
called. “I liked playing with
my friends.”

1910-1919
1912: The “unsinkable”
ocean liner RMS Titanic
strikes an iceberg and sinks
on its maiden voyage.
1914-1918: World War I
dominates the Western
world.
1918-1920: The Spanish flu
killed 20 to 100 million peo-
ple worldwide.
The Ford Model T dominates
the automobile market, sell-
ing more than all other mak-
ers combined in 1914.
Radio programming becomes
popular.

Florence
During this decade Flo-

rence had several “sightings”
of famous people and events. 

“I saw President Theodore
Roosevelt wave from the back
of the train when going
through Denver,” Florence
wrote. “I was very young, so
it is more of an impression
than a vivid memory. The
memory I have most is the
statement my 4-year-old
brother made when he re-
marked that he did not see
any teddy bear. The toy had
just been called by name due
to the president’s nickname,
and it was a very popular
toy.”

Several years later, Florence

saw President Taft waving
from the back of a train.

“My memory of him was of
a short, heavyset man with a
ready smile,” Florence wrote.

But it was a natural occur-
rence, rather than a presiden-
tial visit, that made the
biggest impression for Flo-
rence. 

“One vivid memory is my
father showing my brother
Frank and me Halley’s Comet
one dark night. It was an
awesome sight to a little girl
(Though Florence doesn’t
record the date, Halley’s
Comet was seen in April
1910, when she would have
been 7 years old. Halley’s
Comet again appeared in
1986, when Florence was 83
years old.)

While the comet streaking
across the night sky created a
lifetime memory, “World War
I had very little influence on
my personal life,” Florence
wrote. “During that time, I
was 14 to 16 years old, and
no one in the family was in
the Army.” However, her fa-
ther was a certified public ac-



countant in Denver. During
World War I, he was hired as
an accountant for a large
Eastern firm which was min-
ing tungsten and ore in Col-
orado for the Army. 

Like most teenagers, Flo-
rence was interested in being
with friends.

“When I was a teenager in
Denver, my friends and I
would go to a certain theater
to watch a serial movie. It
was always a Saturday mati-
nee. There would be scenes of
current events shone at first,
then the movie. The heroine
would have all kinds of ad-
ventures and the last scene
was when she was tied to a
railroad track or similar pre-
carious situation. The train
was coming to her, then the
movie would stop and say,
‘Continued next week.’ We
had to go next week. The
words were on the screen.
Any picture with Mary Pick-
ford and Douglas Fairbanks
was a must!”

It was during her family’s
summer trip to Estes Park,
Colo., 15-year-old Florence
would meet the boy who
would later become her hus-
band. Topeka teenager Floyd
Taggart worked during the
summers at the camp-
grounds.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

But it wasn’t all play. Flo-
rence rode to classes at East
Denver High School on a
trolley car. After four years
there, her parents sent her to
Mary Lyon School, a board-
ing school on the campus of
Swarthmore College in Penn-
sylvania. 

Estella

For school, the Schrock
children were picked up by a
horse and a hack, which Es-
tella describes as a horse-
drawn school bus. They were
transported about 3 miles to
Union 5 school, a school-
house with four classrooms
for students through 8th
grade. 

Estella was 9 or 10 when
the family traded their team
and carriage for the new
Model T Ford. 

“It was a big deal,” Estella
said. 

For high school, Estella and
her sister, Elsie, came to
Hutchinson to a Christian
school, Brezee College. 

“I suppose it was somewhat
unusual for my parents to
send us to Hutchinson, but
they wanted us to attend a
church school,” Estella re-
called. The two were boarders
with a Hutchinson family
and attended classes at the
school on East 4th Street.

For Estella, World War I hit
close to home. 

“My brother, Frank
Schrock, was in the Army. He
was based at Fort Riley and
we would drive to see him. I
do remember one thing that

was rationed was sugar. I’m
sure there were other things
rationed, but I’m not sure
what. As a child, you don’t
pay as much attention to
things like that.”

1920-1929
Often referred to as the

Roaring Twenties or the Jazz
Age.

The major sport was base-
ball and the most famous
player was Babe Ruth.

Stock market crash of
1929 devastates economies
across the world and marks
the beginning of the Great
Depression.

Women's suffrage move-
ment continues to make
gains.

Florence
While Florence had en-

joyed her time as a student
Back East, she returned to
Denver University for college
in the fall of 1922, majoring
in English and psychology
and a minor in religion.
Floyd Taggart attended the
Colorado Medical School in
Denver.  The two were mar-
ried June 10, 1927, after Flo-
rence graduated from college
and Floyd was in his second
year as a medical student.
They began their married life
near the place they met.
Floyd was serving as a park
ranger at Bear Lake in Col-
orado during the summers
off from medical school. 

“No running water, but a
bubbly stream right near the
cabin,” Florence recalled. “It
was a bit primitive, but we
were young and in love, so
life was wonderful.”

The stock market crash of 1929 devastated economies across the
world and marks the beginning of the Great Depression.



After Floyd graduated from
medical school, they moved
to California for his further
training. 

Estella

After Estella’s graduation
from high school in 1923,
the Schrocks traveled from
Kansas to Los Angeles in
their Model T Ford to visit
friends. Along the way, they
slept in tents at camp-
grounds, cooking over a
camp fire. It was a trip full of
discoveries: It was the first
time Estella and her sister
Elsie had ever seen the
mountains or the ocean.  It
also launched her career.

“My parents’ friend
arranged for a job for me, so I
stayed behind when they re-
turned to Kansas,” Estella
said. “I worked in the office
of an architect for 2 ½ years.
Then, when my father got
sick, I took the train back to
Hutchinson.” 

Estella worked as a stenog-
rapher and bookkeeper at the
Farmers Cooperative Com-
mission Co., based at the
Wiley Building.

As a young single woman,
Estella felt fortunate just to

have a job when the stock
market crashed in 1929.

“I did have to take a pay
cut,” Estella said. “I had been
making about $100 a month,
and then I was reduced to
about $12 a week. But it was
a job.”

1930-1939
Sometimes referred to as

the Dirty Thirties, the first
few years of the decade were
marked by the Great Depres-
sion.

Amelia Earhart receives
major attention in the 1930s
as the first woman pilot to
conduct major air flights. Her
disappearance for unknown
reasons in 1937 while on
flight prompted search efforts
which failed.

1936: Kodachrome is in-
vented, being the first color
film made by Eastman
Kodak.

1936: United States Con-
gress adopts the Rural Electri-
fication Act. Between 1935
and 1939, the number of
farms using electric services
more than doubled.

Florence
This is the decade that Flo-

rence became a mother, giv-
ing birth to three daughters –
Nancy, Mary and Ruth.

In 1932, the young
mother felt empathy for fa-
mous aviator Charles Lind-
bergh and his wife, Anne,
whose 20-month-old son and
Charles’ namesake was kid-
napped.

“People used to tell me
how pretty Nancy was with
her yellow curls and blue
eyes. It was the same time

the Lindbergh baby was kid-
napped, and he had that
same hair and eyes, so people
would think of him when
seeing Nancy.”

Motherhood has held great
rewards, Florence said.

“The accomplishment of
which I am most proud is the
raising of our three daugh-
ters,” Florence wrote. “We,
my husband and I, gave
them all the love we had, but
with it good advice, firm dis-
cipline, a fine Christian
knowledge and a happy expe-
rience. We tried to instill fine
moral standards and trust.
We tried to be a good exam-
ple, but respected their
choices in life. … I am proud
of them, and if I have accom-
plished something accept-
able, I am happy and
grateful. The bottom line is
love and happiness and
faith.”

The Depression changed
plans for the Taggarts. They
were in California, living
near Florence’s parents. But
after the birth of their first
baby, the young couple trav-
eled to Topeka to visit Floyd’s
parents.  

“When we arrived in
Topeka, he was met by the
doctor who had influenced
my husband to go into medi-
cine,” Florence wrote. “He
said, ‘There is an office here
for you. My partner and I will
help you get started, so you
had better stay.’ Since it was
the Depression and we had
no doctors in California to
help us get started, we stayed. 

“Money was tight, but
fruits and vegetables were
plentiful from grateful pa-

Between 1935 and 1939, the number of farms using electric 
services more than doubled. 



Donations made December 1, 2009 Through February 26, 2010

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
Peggy Anderson

Barbara Arensman

Helen and Robert Bronleewe 

Sharon and Mark Coberly

Verna and Bob Curry

Dianne and Kirk Denny

Paula and Tom Eigsti

Alice and Keith Hayes

Haven UMC

Georgia and Dan Link

Sheryl and Frank Remar

Ruth and Ron Sterling

Patsy and Charles Studt

Enid Stutzman

Roxbury United Parish

Lillian Pessetto

Inez “Zic” Soule

Trinity Doers Class

United Methodist Gift Shop

Vicki and Ray Vernon

Waggoners Inc.

Wichita Epworth UMC

In Memory of Ken Weatherbee
Myrtle M. Teel

In Memory of Lester Rose
Neva and Dr. Elden Austin

Barbara and Keith Balzer

Ruth and Bob Barker

Doris and Larry Bell

Katherine and Stan Brown

Nancy and Jim Copeland

Marilyn Drake

Dorothy Fontron

Patty and Dan Foss

Beulah Foster

Vergi and Lonnie Geurian

Doris and Milton Giedinghagen

Debra Harbaugh

Helen Harbaugh

Yvonne, Paul, and Kent Harbaugh

Families

Beulah and Jim Harbaugh Family

Wanda Holmes

Donna and Gayle Irvin

Katherine Johnson

Patricia Lemmon

Ginger & Bill Martin

Elanor and Richard McCoy

Jane and Jim McGuire

Carol and Max Murray

Corrine Rose

Mary, Rebecca, and Doug Rose

Irene and Lyle Rousseau

Jaqueta and Gordon Royse

Marsha and Sidney Stranathan

R. Ann Tegarden

Vivian and Leonard Williams

In Memory of Patience “Pat” Woolfolk

Elaine Applegate

Gerry and K.O. Bircher

Lou Carter

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Collins

Elaine and Steve Fontaine

Patty and Dan Foss

Beulah Foster

Earl Hayes

Pam and Larry Hayes

Eva and Allen Hirst

Ethel Hoke

Wanda Holmes

Vila Hubbard

Jane and Jim McGuire

Gladys Mosier

Alicia and Jerald Porter

Helen Rogers

Barbara Rowlett

Laverna and James Shaw

R. Ann Tegarden 

Clyde Woolfolk

Lois and Clay David Woolfolk

Pat Youmans

In Memory of Altha McAllaster
Annie and Dick Wyatt

In Memory of Francis Drake
Marilyn Drake

In Memory of Jean Volin
Judith Volin

Marilyn and Jim Volin

In Memory of Mary Wares
Linda and Charles Befort

Marilyn Drake

Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Goodrich

Trecea and Art Wagner

In Memory of Florence Lockwood
Gladys and Dr. Norman Bos

In Memory of Dorothy Johnston
Gladys and Dr. Norman Bos

In Memory of Junior R. Haverty
Ruth and Bob Barker

Pat and Glenn Biberstein

Rev. Sara Davis and Frank Blodgett

Janice and Ed Bolt

Gladys and Dr. Norman Bos

Charlene and David Boyer

Virginia Brady

Terry Brigman

Betty Brown

Lorry and Craig Burns

Mary Frances Burns

Margaret and Elwin Cabbage

Lou Carter

Mary Ann Conklin

Crye-Leine Realtors

Ruth and Paul Dillon

Joyce and G.L. Downey

Anita Drake

Phyllis Eggers

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fee and Family

Martha Fee

Karen Gilliland

First National Bank-Directors, Officers,

and Staff

Charlotte Galler

Nancy Hampton

Jo and Dr. Ken Hedrick

Virginia and Boyd Higgins

Mary and Wallace Holderman

Kelly Hutchinson

Janet’s Bible Study

Marjory and Ed Johnson

Shirley and Roger Johnson

Darlene and Rod Kincaid

Janeil Klassen

Ruth and Don Lindt

Jeannine and Michael Maturo

Judy McCool

Clarice and Tom McGraw

Jane and Jim McGuire

Millicent McLeavy

Evelyn Mishler

Dr. and Mrs. L.E. Mogel

Betty and William Morand

Wanda and Dr. Robert Morrison

Chris and John O’Day

Liz and John Oswald

Debra and Richard Pennick

Barbara Perkins

Ann and Rob Ramseyer

Dr. and Mrs. John Reese

Bethine and John Rimmer

Donna Rump

Sewing Club

Carol Snyder

Patsy and Charles Studt

Sally Taylor

Mary Titus

Wanda Walsh

Carlene and Dr. Gene Wells

Mr. and Mrs. R. Clark Wesley 

Dar and George Williams

Donna and Jack Wortman

Barbara and Keith Zody

In Memory of Ross Herron
Stephen L. Entz

Kristin D. Reed

In Memory of Dr. Charles McCoy
Jane and Jim McGuire

In Memory of Max Coleman
Jane and Jim McGuire

In Memory of Lourie “Lou” Frederick
Carol and Rod Frederick

Annette and Ken Boyer

In Memory of Eugene and Virginia
Jones
Cindy Lou Jefferson Barnes

In Memory of Eugene Jones
Dorothy Fontron

In Memory of Howard Ayers
Annette and Ken Boyer

In Memory of Agnes Mellecker
Annette and Ken Boyer

In Memory of Faye Bullard
Annette and Ken Boyer

In Memory of Lois Leslie
Annette and Ken Boyer

In Memory of Mildred, Paul, and
Dean Kopper
E. Joan Kopper

In Memory of 
G.A. and Pearl Samuelson
E. Joan Kopper

In Memory of Jane McElroy
E. Joan Kopper

In Memory of Elizabeth Wilson Dufek
and Harold Dufek
Patrick Halstead

Beverly Wilson

In Memory of Carolyn Fee
Mary and Wallace Holderman

In Memory of the Reverend Donald
O’Hara
Margaret and Glenn Brummett

Marilyn Drake

Sylvia and William Griggs

Christina E. Kresge

Larry Morrill family

Clyde Woolfolk

In Memory of Marjorie Gibson Elliott
Lois and Gary Abbuhl

Shirley and Warren Alpers

Cleone Herron

Helen and Russ Kingsley

Barbara and Ron Lyne

Helen Rogers

Sarah and Brad Shirer

Elizabeth Jane Skehan

Patsy and Charles Studt

Ann Tegarden

Pearl L. Tedford

Wanda Walsh



Clyde Woolfolk

In Memory of Fred Hoxworth
Vivian Phelps

In Memory of Thelma Bainter
Shirley and Warren Alpers

Gerry and K.O. Bircher

Ann Tegarden

In Memory of Charlotte Regehr
Sylvia and William Griggs

In Memory of Claire Robinson
John Robinson

In Memory of Billie Blocker
Virginia Brawner

Vernell Voth

In Memory of John Hayes
Sara and Alan Sleeper

In Memory of Maggie Mace
Neva Campbell

In Memory of Ralph Thorne
E. Emogene Thorne

In Memory of Florence Taggart
Ruth Archie

Annette and Ken Boyer

Jane Crosby Cooper

Ruth and Paul Dillon

First National Bank, Directors, Officers,

and Staff

Patricia Lemmon

Ruth and Don Lindt

Doris and Wayne Livingston

Carol and Max Murray

Margaret Parks

Liz and Ken Peirce

P.E.O. Chapter GR

Jane Sawyer

Nancy Shears

Patsy and Charles Studt

Sally Taylor

Julie and Howard Teeter

Nadine Wilch

Clyde Woolfolk

In Memory of Yozelle Unruh
Annette and Ken Boyer

Frances Woodworth

In Memory of Charles Travis Spencer
Clyde Woolfolk

In Memory of Violet Hoover
Robert L. Austin

Sharon and Jack Gagnebin

Sharon E. Green

Audrey and Ken Hedrick

Rita Lingg

Saundra and Randy Moore

Russell Palmer

Luella Ramsey

Joyce and Roger Stevens

In Memory of Harold Voth - 
Special Care Center
Kay Leadership Camp Staff 

In Honor of Wesley Towers 
40th Anniversary
Ruth Schmidt

In Honor of Hope Trower
Marilyn Drake

In Honor of Wesley Towers 
Employees
Betty and Don Elliott

In Honor of Maurietta Patterson
Carol and Vernon Hedrick

Janice and DuWayne Patterson

Trini and Fred Patterson

In Honor of Florence Taggart
Ruth and Bob Barker

Mary and Wallace Holderman 

Nancy and Ken Simpson

In Honor of Jewell Fisher
Sandy and Rod Goltry

In Honor of Betty Manning
Sarah and Bill Mallonee

In Honor of Marj Astle
Judy and Darrel McCool

In Honor of K.U. Basketball and Allen
Field House 
Ruth and Ron Sterling

In Honor of Cleone Herron
Stephen L. Entz

Kristin D. Reed

In Honor of Marian Ayers
Ellen and Garold Blair

In Honor of Ron Wagerle
Sondra Horning

In Honor of Bob Bronleewe
Sondra Horning

In Honor of Nevada Dauber
Barbara and Ron Lyne

In Honor of Melba Kelsey
Flora Coffey

In Honor of Sweetheart Ruth Sterling
Ron Sterling

RESIDENT ACTIVITY FUND
In Memory of Charles Travis Spencer
Becki and Darin Ackley

Mary Lou Comely

Marilyn Drake

Teri and Jim Hubbard

Lynda and Shannon Koehn

Ginger and Bill Martin

Denean and Kenneth McGuire

Gladys Mosier

Linda and Antonio Razo

Judy and Shawn Teichman

Betty and Jim Wilson

HAZEL COLLIER 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
LaVerna Waggoner

In memory of Ken Weatherbee
Mary D. Hoffman

In memory of Dona Gottsch
Jean and Harold Gottsch

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE
Marj Astle – Memory of Joe Astle 

Ellen and Garold Blair – Honor of

Marian Ayers 

Mildred Boyersmith – Honor of

Sharon Cooper, Earl Hayes, Lou

Fowler, Hope Trower and Melissa

Hayes. -Memory of Ernestine Hayes,

Michael Hayes, Rebecca Welsh 

Dorothy Browning – Honor of Home

Health Department

Margaret Childs – Memory of 

Denver Childs, Honor of Wesley

Towers Employees 

Mabel Collins – Memory of Art and

Ben Collins

Sharon and Dick Cooper – Memory

of Luke Reed

Marilyn Drake – Honor of Ray Ver-

non and Rev. Bob Brooks

Alice Evans – Memory of Richard

Evans 

Elaine and Steve Fontaine – Memory

of Wallis McDown and Honor of

Mary Ellen McDown 

Jerry Forker – Honor of Rose Lee

and Marie Davis 

Virgie Goerl – Memory of Vincent

Goerl, Honor of Wesley Towers 

Employees

Sandy & Rod Goltry – Honor of

Jewell Fisher

Goltry Grandkids and Great-Grand-

kids – Honor of Grandma Jewell

Fisher 

Deann Helton – Memory of Julita

Helton 

Nel Holmes – Memory of Jesse and

Bettie Seibel 

Loretta Hutson – Memory of Clyde

Briley 

Doris Kannard – Honor of Marcella

Stitt

Mildred McAllaster – Memory of

Pat Woolfolk

Gladys Mosier – Honor of Fred

Ringleman, Will Kaplan, Nevada

Dauber, Glenn Johnson, Ron 

Wagerle, Lou Fowler

Mernie Nininger – Memory of Larry

Nininger

Gwen Overmyer – Memory of Kim

and Jill Willems

Ruth Ringer – Memory of Robert

Ringer

Sandy Pugh – Memory of Miss Lady

and Lace Rene (Therapy Dogs) 

Jane Sawyer – Memory of Gene

Sawyer 

Nola Schott – Memory of Gerhon

Schott 

Linda Shanley – Memory of Tom

Shanley, Precious, and Harley 

Inez “Zic” Soule – Memory of Bill

Soule 

LaDonna and Bob Speice – Memory

of Doral McDermott, Honor of Vera

McDermott 

Carol Thomas – Memory of Patty

Hoffman 

Linda and David VanAsselt – 

Memory of Alyda VanAsselt and

Ben Spees 

Mary Ward – Honor of Juanita

Navarro and Wesley Towers 

Employees 

Wally Yust – Memory of Kathryn

Yust

Delores Wernet – Honor of 

Maintenance and Housekeeping

ENDOWMENT FUND
Sandra and Jim Haskell

In Memory of Florence Taggart
Charlotte Galler

ARMOUR EVANS CHAPLAIN
FUND
LaVerna Waggoner

BOB BROOKS CHAPLAIN
FUND
Maxine and the Rev. Bob Brooks

Total- $38,833.87



tients,” Florence wrote. “We
were at the bottom and could
do nothing but go up.”

Estella
Estella began working for

United Power & Light. A
bookkeeper there seemed to
take a special interest in the
meters – or perhaps the secre-
tary in the room where the
meters were stored, Estella ad-
mits. In 1935, Estella married
that bookkeeper - Phillip
Lewis - in a ceremony at her
parents’ home in Hutchinson.
They would celebrate their
49th wedding anniversary be-
fore Phillip died.

While this decade brought a
great change in Estella’s 
personal life, it also brought
landmark changes in U.S. 
culture.

“I’d say some of the biggest
advances were getting electric-
ity,” said Estella. Since they
lived in Hutchinson, they had
electricity much sooner than
the neighbors Estella grew up
with on the Sterling farm.
Electricity changed how peo-
ple lived their lives. One of
the biggest changes was in re-
frigeration, Estella said.

“When we lived on the
farm, we would get ice, 300
pounds at a time,” Estella
said. “We would have to put it
in the ice box to keep the
food cold.” Prior to refrigera-
tors becoming commonplace
in kitchens, much of the pro-
duce and meat produced on
the farm was canned and
stored at room temperature,
Estella said. 

(continued in next issue)

2009 – Years of Service

30 Years: Rosemary Lee -
CNA, Lisa Radi - VP of Food
Service, Tammi Burton -
HHA/CMA;

25 Years: Judi Foster -
HHA/CMA;      

20 Years: Mary Shinn - 
Receptionist/Cashier, Debbie
Jobe -Resident Assistant;

15 Years: Pat Keck - CNA;
10 Years: April Lemen - RN,

Rose Stanfield - RN, Jenice
Story - RN, Nicole Coffee-
CNA, Linda Crane - RN, Phyl-
lis Mikesell- Dietary Aide; 

5 Years: Lisa Wells - CMA,
Robert Delgado - CNA, Debbie
Frederick - Dietary Aide,
Tiffany Weis - CNA, Megan
Trindal - CMA, Erryn Crow -
Dietary Aide, Art Miller -
Maintenance Technician II.


